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CREATIVE AND MEDIA







Briefing note on the changes to Sector-Related Disciplines in the Diploma in Creative and Media
As of September 2009, consortia delivering the Diploma in Creative and Media will have an increased choice of sector-related disciplines to provide the context for Principal Learning in Creative and Media. Changes to the disciplines include the addition of Publishing as a new discipline, and the expansion of Dance, Drama and Music to reflect the performance and composition or technical aspects of each discipline. This briefing note sets out the rationale for these changes and the recourses that have been developed to support them.
How Changes to Sector-Related Disciplines affect the Principal Learning Qualification

The sector-related disciplines provide the context for learning; the vehicle by which the learning outcomes are applied and delivered. They do not represent the learning content and, as such, are not formally linked to the learning outcomes and assessment criteria.
Because of this, it is important to note that changes and additions to the list of sector-related disciplines do not alter the regulatory criteria for the Principal Learning qualification. These changes do not affect the units and full qualification specifications of Component Awarding Bodies who have accredited Principal Learning qualifications in this line of learning. 
Rather, it is intended that the changes to the sector-related disciplines will offer Diploma learners and practitioners delivering the Principal Learning more scope to explore and develop an understanding of the creative and media industries.

The changes are also in the interests of the creative and media industries, in terms of the accurate and appropriate representation of the full range of creative disciplines as engaging vehicles for applied learning.
Rationale for Changes to the Sector-Related Disciplines

Through ongoing engagement with the full range of key stakeholders, the DDP has received consistent feedback on the list of sector-related disciplines. Specifically, there has been a push for the inclusion of Publishing – which the DDP has always been committed to undertaking by 2009 – and the expansion of the Drama, Dance and Music disciplines. 
1. Addition of Publishing

Although Publishing was always included in the list of sector-related disciplines, it was consistently flagged as being added in 2009. This is because the Publishing Sector joined Skillset’s footprint after the initial stages of industry consultation on the development of the Statement of Content. The planned inclusion of Publishing from 2009 was in order to allow more time for the sector to fully engage and to inform the development of content appropriate to the sector.
2. Changes to Dance, Drama and Music Sector-related Disciplines

In light of consistent stakeholder feedback, it is evident that there is an imbalance in the size and scope of some sector-related disciplines. Where some represent fairly focused areas of creative practice, such as 3D Visual Art, the disciplines of Music, Dance and Drama are extremely broad in scope. 

By breaking these disciplines down into more distinct fields of creative practice, learners will gain a more realistic understanding of the scope of these industries and gain the opportunity to develop and apply knowledge and skills in the range of contexts that are more representative of professional creative practice.

These changes are in response to feedback from a broad range of key stakeholders, including consortia, higher education institutions and awarding bodies offering the Principal Learning in Creative and Media.

The changes to these disciplines:

· break down Music into Music Performance and Music Technology;

· break down Dance into Dance Performance and Dance Choreography;

· break down Drama into Drama Performance and Drama Technical and Production 

Indicative Content Statements
In conjunction with the consultation to develop the Principal Learning, the DDP worked with industry to define indicative content statements for each sector-related discipline. These statements identify the relevant skills, knowledge and understanding for each discipline in relation to the four themes and at each level of the Diploma. They represent guidance rather than curricula, supporting consortia by indicating the sector-specific skills and knowledge most appropriate to contextualising and applying the units of assessment.

The statements represent indicative content only; they do not define the curriculum, nor do they have a bearing on the learning outcomes and assessment criteria at unit level.
The DDP has engaged with representatives of the Publishing, Music, Dance and Drama sectors, to inform the development of new indicative content statements in relation to the new and expanded sector-related disciplines for:

· Publishing

· Music Performance 

· Music Technology

· Dance Performance 

· Dance Choreography

· Drama Performance 

· Drama Technical and Production 

Updated List of Sector-Related Disciplines and Their Groupings

The changes to the sector-related disciplines are reflected in the updated list of disciplines below. 

	2D Visual Art

3D Visual Art

Craft

Graphic Design

Product Design

Fashion 

Textiles

Footwear
Advertising

Film

Television

Audio and Radio


	Interactive Media

Animation

Computer Games

Photo Imaging
Creative Writing
Publishing

Music Performance 

Music Technology

Dance Performance 

Dance Choreography

Drama Performance 

Drama Technical and Production 




The diagram below shows the groupings of sector-related disciplines into broad discipline clusters for the Foundation Diploma (level 1). For more information on these discipline clusters and the rules of combination for sector-related disciplines, please refer to the Companion Document on the DDP website:

http://www.skillset.org/qualifications/diploma/article_7271_1.asp
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Performing Arts


Drama Performance,


Drama Technical and Production,


Music Performance,


Music Technology, Dance Performance,


Dance Choreography








Media


Film and Television,


Radio and Audio,


Interactive Media,


Animation, 


Computer Games


Creative Writing,


Advertising, Publishing





Art and Design


2D and 3D Art, Craft,


Graphic Design


Product Design


Fashion and Textiles
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