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Unit 3  Accountability and public service funding             Level 3  
 
Sample assessment material - information for teachers 
 
This assignment is provided as an example only.  Consortia should produce their own 
assessments in line with the assessment section of the unit, based on their local delivery 
circumstances. 
 
Overview 
This assignment will involve learners planning and undertaking research on publicly available 
information on the financing and accounting methods of 42nd street. 
 
Learners will be required to evaluate value for money of the current funding sources of the public 
service, identifying sources of income and expenditure. Using their evaluation learners will then be 
required to generate ideas on ways to improve value for money by reducing expenditure and then 
present a case for using alternative sources of funding.  
 
Time 
The assignment will take approximately 11 of the 90 guided learning hours available for this 
unit. The following is a guide to appropriate times for the assessment activities: 
 
Finding information: 4 hour 
Evaluating information: 4 hours 
Preparation for presentation: 3 hours 
Presentation of proposals: 10 minutes 
 
Resources  
Teachers must ensure learners are able to locate financial information for research. The 
internet is a good source of information however public services may also provide information 
if contacted directly.  
 
Teachers will also need to ensure a suitable environment for the presentations to take place, 
including any equipment needed for visual or electronic displays. 
 
Supervision  
Learners must locate and select the relevant information required for the evaluation. Teachers 
are advised however to supervise the selection of information to ensure the learner will be able 
to achieve the assessment criteria. 
 
Teachers must also supervise in the learner’s generation of ideas and presentation of a case for using 
alternative funding sources. Any additional research other than that required for the assessment may 
be unsupervised. 
 
Collaboration 
Teamwork is not applicable for the assessment of this unit. Tasks must be completed and 
evidence produced on an individual basis. 
 
Roles 
For the purpose of this assignment the teacher will take on the role of the Chief Executive of 
the charity. Learners will then be required to present their case to a board of directors who 
could be represented by their peer group. 
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Unit 3  Accountability and public service funding             Level 3 
 
Sample assessment material – information for learners 
 
Assignment overview 
For this assignment you will analyse financial information from ‘42nd Street’, a charity for young 
people. Using this information you will generate ideas for reducing the charity’s expenditure to 
improve the value for money of existing funding sources before proposing alternative funding 
sources to boost the charity’s income. 
 
Time 
The assignment will take approximately 11 of the 90 guided learning hours available for this 
unit.  The following is a guide to appropriate times for the assessment activities: 
 
Collecting data: 4 hours 
Analysing information: 4 hours 
Preparation for presentation: 3 hours 
Presentation of proposals: 10 minutes 
 
Roles 
Your teacher will be playing the role of the Chief Executive of the charity, and they have asked 
you to present a case for using alternative funding sources based on an evaluation of existing 
financial information.  
 
Assignment Brief 
 
For over 25 years 42nd Street has been providing support services in the Manchester area 
for young people experiencing stress and mental health problems. With about one in ten 
young people experiencing some form of mental health problem in the UK the need for 
dedicated, high-quality support remains as pressing as ever. 
 
As well as counselling and individual support, a wide range of youth work interventions are 
offered, including drop-ins, groups, self-help resources and a participation programme. 
Over 700 young people a year are referred to 42nd Street for specialist support. 
 
The charity is seen to be an effective and worthwhile service, and has witnessed a steady 
rise in the number of young people requiring the charity’s support in recent years. As a 
result the charity’s board of directors have decided to start looking for ways to expand their 
services to provide wider access to all service users.  
 

 
Task 1 
The Chief Executive has suggested running an internal audit to promote accountability for the service 
expansion. The Chief Executive has therefore asked you to lead the charity’s internal audit by evaluating 
sources of funding to decide on the best way to increase value for money without negatively affecting the 
quality of their service. 
 
Learners must: 
 

a)  Evaluate value for money of existing funding sources for 42nd Street 
• Locating and selection of relevant information 
• Analysis of financial information, identifying income and expenditure 
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• Evaluation of sources of income  
• Evaluation of sources of expenditure 
• Evaluation of value for money of 42nd street’s funding sources 

 
b)         Generate ideas to improve value for money 

• using relevant information and own knowledge 
• explore a range of alternatives 
• discuss ideas 
• consider feasibility of the ideas 
• consider affect on quality of service 
• consider accountability of the organisation 
• brainstorming 
• mind mapping 
• review ideas 
• draw conclusions 
 

Task 2 
 
The Chief Executive has decided that, realistically, if 42nd street wanted to expand their services they are 
going to have to look for alternative sources of funding. Present a case to the Board of Directors for the 
use of alternative sources of funding to fund the service expansion.  

 
 Your presentation must: 

• Justify reasons for adopting alternative funding    
• Discount other approaches 
• Justify choice of alternative sources 
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Financial Information 
The information below is an example of what the learners could use to support their case for 
alternative funding. For the actual assessment learners are expected to locate and select the 
appropriate information themselves with limited supervision from the teacher. 
 
 

 
All information collected from http://www.charity-commission.gov.uk  
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